
CALL FOR PAPERS ITCH 2015 
Driving quality in informatics: Fulfilling the promise 

An international conference addressing Information Technology 
and Communication in Health (ITCH)
February 26 – March 1, 2015 | Inn at Laurel Point, Victoria, BC

I. Patients talking 
Here, papers from patients themselves would be 
especially welcome. Concern is not the formal style, 
but illustrations of how patients can communicate 
with clinicians and planners, via their own stories and 
insights. Themes may include:
•	 The patient’s role in care
•	 Use of patient data by patients themselves 

II. The profession listening 
Those working in Health Informatics know its 
importance. But that view is not always shared by 
clinicians, planners, even patients. Papers - changing 
minds at local, national and international level - are 
encouraged and themes may include:
•	 Focusing on outcomes, not technology

III. Services unleashing imagination 
Academic concepts and professional adjustments are all 
very well. But what’s really putting patients at the centre 
in direct care? Themes may include: 
•	 Patient-centred health systems 
•	 Personalized health
•	 Consumer informatics
•	 Improving safety and quality 

Persons interested in presenting should submit completed papers to the ITCH Steering Committee no later than Sep-
tember 15, 2014.  Papers, which must be no longer than five pages, will be peer-reviewed for acceptance and pub-
lication in Proceedings.  Authors will be notified of acceptance by October 25, 2014.  All papers are to be submitted 
to https://www.easychair.org/conferences/?conf=itch2015.  The language of the papers and conference is English.  All 
correspondence and requests for information can be sent to itch@uvic.ca.  

The camera-ready document must be structured and formatted in accordance with instructions found at the IOS Press 
website in http://www.iospress.nl/service/authors/.  Submit the manuscript in a high resolution PDF file with all fonts 
embedded. Papers that have been accepted will be printed in a Medline indexed publication.

Boundless possibilities through technology: Whither healthcare in Canada and internationally?

Professor Stephen Hawking’s thoughts, expressed in his iconic voice,  “We learned to talk, we learned to 
listen, we unleashed imagination!” motivates this year’s ITCH conference. We explore international, and 
largely unmet, commitments to patient-centered care. We wonder what may have made the difference in 
other spheres which might also radicalize healthcare. 

National and international papers are invited under three strands, with guiding themes, aiming to realize 
the advances of ICT applied to healthcare.

Topics of interest include, but are not limited to, the 
following:

•	 Telecare, Telemedicine and Telelaboratory
•	 National & international  strategies and policies
•	 Health records
•	 Nursing informatics
•	 Informatics in primary care
•	 Public health informatics
•	 Ethics, privacy and security
•	 Clinical decision support systems
•	 Patient safety, medical errors and quality  

management
•	 Terminologies, vocabularies, ontologies
•	 Human-computer interaction
•	 Evaluation studies
•	 Standardization and interoperability
•	 E-Learning and education
•	 Healthcare modeling and simulation
•	 Mobile aps in health and well being
•	 Big data
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